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By: Jessica Buffington
With the leaves turning color and falling off their perches and the buzzing sound of the mowers and trac
vacs itds easy to see and hear that summer heat
This for the staff means itds time to get the
winterized for the winter coll. The staff has been busy cutting down the many cedar trees that have bee|
growing and taking over the prairie by the Deer Run campground. Along with mowing fire lanes both at
the park and our wildlife areas to prep for prescribed burns this springe Sthff on these many cool rainy
days we seem to be having lately have been busy getting the mowers, chainsaws and other equipment |
for storage for the winter, and are busy getting the tractor and snow plow ready to work for the winter.
We are als@lanning on which signs need to be either replace or repainted and working on making new
signs for areas that need signage.
This summer has been a busy one for the Sioux County Conservation Board with the purchase of the
Fairview Wildlife Complex compled and additional land adjacent to the area for better access of this
beautiful oak savannah. This area has been open to the public for hunting. This area was purchased w
hel p of the Si ouXlubCSiouxPrayie Phgasantdrevanwad\atural Heritage
Foundation, and many grants. The Alton Roadside Park comfort station is also completed laagbeen
open for use of the campers and guests at the park. The comfort station will be closed for the winter
months. Frisbee Golf can adsbe found at this location and the City of Alton. This is a great opportunity
to enjoy the afternoon with family and friends.
The Big Sioux Recreation Aremuth of Hawarderhas been a big hit after opening and has been busy. We
have sold 300+ annuapasses and 150+ day passes to the public. We have ndaitédtreasen use and
activity, from shore fishing and boating on the p&to walking along the road way. We worked with an
eagle scout to get picnic tables put together and fire rings placedtfa public to use. The City of
Hawarden has been working with the staff to get electrical and water lines placed to allow us to continue
pressing forward on the development of the area for the work shop/office and camping cabin areas.
We want to thankyou the public for your continued support in using our areas, and taking care of them.
We hope to see you out enjoying the fall scenes by enjoying a cool crisp fall hike, hunting, fishing, or a n
warm bonfire.



Naturalist Niche:

By Sunday Ford
The fall hunting season is here and as we itch to get out in the field to do some hunting of game of choic
In prep for this time of the year the park becomes busy with manfall programs. Women In The
Outdoors, in partnership with National Turkey Federation,had agroup of ladies together to learn more of
outdoor opportunities including: Dutch Oven cooking, flint knapping, spear throwing, archery,
marksmanship, Bison programs ad a great dayof outdoors enjoyment.

Outdoor Skillsdajg DA OOT AOET ¢ xEOE 3 EI| @& attehdélibpdyropmi O
youngsters and adults They participated in a cool dayof workshops including amock pheasant hunt,
waterfowl hunting, archery, and deer hunting.

Our Annual Youth Pheasant Mentor huntwith Pheasants Forever, DNR, and Rock Valley Gun Clu
was attended by a group of 2 eager youthhunters. They spent the morning reviewindunting safetyand
trap shooting, and then took off to the field with hunting dogs andadult mentorsin search of the prize
pheasant The morning ended withpizza and sodas for all.

For our annual Trick or Treat Hike, in conjunction with Hawarden Rec Depthé campground was
full and a buzz withapproximately 500 ghosts and goblins, princesgs, superheroes and parentgjoing
camper to camper in search of candyThe kids gathered many sweet treatshad the opportunity to sit by
a bonfire and enjoy a cookie when the running was completed.




Ice Fishing Hot Spots
This time of year ités fun to start thinking abo
the area. The Sioux County Conservation Board manages 6 such ponds.

Floyd River Wildlife Complex B

This is a result of the Hwy 60 project and is located %2 to ¥ mile south of Alton on old Hwy 60. It is on the
east side of the highway and has a large parking area. This pond is stocked with bluegill, bass, catfish,
crappie, and perch. Expect to have a little walk and a hill involved, but has been worth the work the last
few winters.

Big Sioux Recreation Area

This is a 270 acre area located south of Hawarden on the west side of Hwy 12 across from Hawarden
Harvest Inn. This is a newly required area but has been stocked by the South Pit Recreation Club for
many years. Fish include bluegill, crappie, perch, walleye, Northern pike, catfish, and bass. There is a
park entrance fee of $5 or yearly fee of $20, payable at the entrance.

Winterfeld Boating and Fishing Area

Located on the north end of Rock Valley, Winterfeld Area is an 18 acre pond, which use to be a gravel
quarry. lItis located near Hope Haven. These deep waters house bluegill, crappie, walleye, perch, catfish,
Northern pike, and bass. There is a boat ramp for unloading gear and lots of hot spots to go around.

Fairview Wildlife Area
This 94 acre area has a pond containing bluegill, crappie, bass, catfish, and perch. It is located off of A54B
west of hwy 18. It is also just northeast of Fairview, SD.

Vander Weerd Pit Area

This is an 18 acre area located 3 miles south of Hospers on the west side of Hwy 60. This has a parking
lot and boat ramp for easy access to the water. It has bass, bluegill, and catfish.

Bruce Schomaker Recreational Area
The 8 acre pond sits amongst 130 acres of picnic, prairie, and shoreline 4.5 miles north of Boyden on
county road L-14. It contains crappie, bass, bluegill, catfish, perch and Northern pike.

Happy Fishing!




Thankyou:

Shane Jungers: Transport of Owls

Kay Newman: Owls

Hawarden Rec Dept: Trick or Treat Hike
Mike and Joyce Wiggins: Candles for Trick or
Treat Hike

Daryl & Amy Grooters: Bear Skull and Bear rugs
Rock Valley Pizza Ranch: Discounted pizzas foe
mentor hunt .

Youth County Conservation Board
A group of teens has been supporting the youth
education programs in our county for about 12
months now. These teens were handpicked to make
an appearance and help plan public youth programs
put on by the Sioux County Conservation Board,
Sioux Prairie Pheasar® &1 OAOAOh ' T A
Chapter of National Wild Turkey Federation, Sioux
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return the teensreceive memberships and free
admissionto county banquets. These teens have helped plan the PheasaRorever Youth Banquet, and
helped run the youth portion of other banquets. The teens are Sean Robinson of Sioux Center; Cody Lc
of Boyden; Steve Blum of Sheldon; and Alexandrea Lynott of Hawarden. We currently have openings fc
2-3 seats. Teens neakto be able to have transportation to banquets and a limited number of meetings, as
well as attend school or reside within Sioux County. They need to be outgoing outdoors men or women.
To apply, please send an explanation of why you would be a good catade for the Board, along with one
adult reference. Please include address and phone number. Send to Sunday Ford, 4051 Cherry Ave,
Hawarden, 1A 51023.
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Park Ranger Notes:
By: Myron Dekkers
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outdoors, there is a lot to do. Dress appropriately and get oahd enjoy the great outdoors Ifyou are a pheasant hunter
you can hunt in lowa from October 31 through January 10. If you are a deer hunter, Season 1 for shotgun is Decembg
through 9; Season 2 is December 12 through20. Archery season opens back up on December 21 and goes throug
January 10. Late muzzleloader season is December 21 through January 10. Hunting is a great way to see the outdog
and to explore our public hunting areas. Go to our websiteiww.siouxcountyparks.orgto find the locations of the public
hunting areas. You may be surprised how many aregsu have!

While you are hunting, takerigorous measures to be safe. The four main causes of hunting accidents are:
e Hunting Judgment mistakes: Be sure you know what yare shooting at. Be acutely aware of your surroundings
e Safety Rule Violations: handle your gun properly when crossing a fence or other difficult terrain. Wear the
proper blaze orange attire.
e Lack of Control and Practice: Accidental discharges and strslyots should not be shrugged off. Take the
necessary measures and time to be a safe hunter and hunting partner.
e Mechanical Failure: Make sure your gun is cleaned and you have the proper ammunition.

Also, remember to transport your gun in a case separmafrom your ammunition. It is not just safe, it is also the law. If
you notice anyone hunting in an unlawful or dangerous manner, do not be hesitant in reporting your observations to O¢
Grove: 712552pmttx | O O 3ET 0@ #1 O1 O1286D-1319. Prograf/Aiese Aumbers*inio idur cdl
phone. Our hunting laws are not only for the safety of the hunter, but also for the safety of everyone else. Proper hunt
practices such as following the allowed bag limits helps others enjoy huntinga.

If you are hunting on private land, be sure to ask the owner, lessee, or the person in lawful possession for permission t
hunt on their land first. This will also ensure there are no surprise encounters with another hunter already on site.

I wish all hunters a safe and prosperous season and | wish everyone a blessed Christmas and New Year.



http://www.siouxcountyparks.org/

State Wide Conservation News
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With a few more hurdles to pass , this will appear on the November 2010 general election

ballot . Without increasing taxes this is being proposed for election f  or the purpose of

protecting ou r sources of drinking water, along with improving, restoring and protecting
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agricultural soils and farmland; conserving natural areas, forests, fish and wildlife habitat,

and restoring wetlands to protect against floods. The funds for this will be annually credited

to a dedicated trust fund . The amount, which w ould not be in effect until the next tax rate
increase, will be a sales tax rate of three -eighths of one percent . This may be imposed upon
the retail sale price of tangible personal property and the furnishing of services sold in the

state of lowa. No revenue shall be credited to the fund until the next increase in tax rate

beco mes effective. If this passes it will allow an improvement in many environmental

benefits including: cleaner water, soil conservation, more wildlife and fish, more natural
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facilities.

REAP
(Resource Enhancement and Protection Program)
REAP stands for Resource Enhancement and Protection Program. This is a percentage of
money that goes towards natural and historical resources in each lowa County. Money

comes from state general funds and REAP license plates supporters.

Money from REAP has been used for many different items throughout Sioux county

including: purchasing and managing Sioux County public areas , building cabins,
establishing and stocking ponds , and environment al education programs for all to enjoy in
the county. REAP also supports DNR land management, city parks and open space, soil and
water enhancement, and historical restoration of building (example from county:
Northwestern College Campus Building). Licen se plates can be purchased from your local
treasures office. There are currently three designs to choose from including; goldfinch,

eagle, and pheasant.

REAP Fund Allocation
First $350,000 each year goes to ConservdEducation.
1% of balance goes for DNR Administration.
This second balance is then divided per the pie chart.

1. DNR Open Space 28%

2. City Parks and Open Space
15%

3. Soil and Water
Enhancement 20%

4. County Conservation 20%
5. DNR Land Management 9%
6. Historical Resources 5%

7. Roadside Vegetation 3%

Pie chart taken from lowa DNR website www.iowdnr.go




